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Field Notes Flocks vs. Loners: Who Rules the Feeder?

When it comes to nature, weather plays a large part. We

experienced an unusually mild autumn with record breaking

temperatures throughout the province. Consequently many of

our outings right through to December were walkabouts.

Observations of note were late blooming dandelions and

sage buttercups! Also mushrooms seemed out of step with

the season, popping up w1th several new varieties being seen.

w72 As winter slowly descended,

N VFFN members noted the
‘-"-‘ local deer left for their

i, . wintering area and that

= many small rodents started

| to move in. Lots of busy

¢ squirrels around but no sign

of chipmunks for the past

= week (see “Chipmunks”)

- when we had so many

4 previously. Many small

=~ birds seek out the feeders
providing us with window

watching. One member noticed how active the stellar jays

were as they followed him around while he cleaned up the

garden for winter and fed the goats. He also noticed that a

squirrel definitely figured out how to get seeds from their

birdfeeder. The barley, oats and sunflowers will be sprouting

here and there in the spring.

Shaggy Mane mushroom photo by Ca.rt:le

Night Sky
Feb 24 - Snow Crust Moon
Mar 25 - Worm Moon + penumbral lunar eclipse
Apr 23 - Fish Moon
May 23 - Frog Moon

April 16-25 - Lyrid meteor shower (peaking on April 22™)
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Snowshoe Hare photo by Mary

Tricky Finches
House Finch, Cassin’s Finch and Purple Finch. They all look
very similar don’t they? Here is a handy guide from Cornell
that highlights the differences!

When the weather turns cold, ¢
bird feeders can transform
into stages for dramatic
conflicts between birds.
Feeder birds might squabble
over preferred spots or
choice foods. Previous
research examined these
exciting struggles to learn
more about how specific bird
species might act more or
less dominant towards other
birds, but how do flocks
factor in? New research on
bird behavior is helping us
learn more about the intricate In the study, 136 bird species were each

: : : given ability scores (given below each
mterplay of bird dominance name) based on FeederWatch data about
at the feeder. their dominance relative to other species.
The higher a bird’s score, the more
swagger it has at the feeder. Graphic by
Jillian Ditner, Bartels Science Illustrator.
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Chipmunks &
For weeks this Fall chipmunks were seen gathering seeds
beneath the bird feeders. They stuff their cheek pouches until
they are bulging with seed, scampering off to their burrows.
Then one day in early winter there were no chipmunks to be
seen. Where did they go?
Until recently, biologists questioned whether they are true
hibernators. Studies have shown that hibernating chipmunks
go into a torpor state with heart rate, breath and body
temperature declining to a very low rate. However they do
wake up from time to time during winter to dine on the nuts
and seeds stored in their larder but rarely leave the safety of
their burrows.

Feeder Lovers, Be a Part of the Greatness!
The Great Backyard Bird Count is Feb 16-19! Visit your
favorite places and spend 15+ minutes enjoying birds—then
tell us what you found. It's as simple as that! Join a global
movement and help scientists. Find out more.

All You Need to Know: Prep for GBBC with a webinar full
of tips and an interactive map of events and activities around
the globe.



https://vffn.ca/
https://www.birdcount.org/community-map/
https://dl.allaboutbirds.org/2024gbbcwebinar
https://dl.allaboutbirds.org/2024gbbcwebinar
https://www.birdcount.org/
https://www.allaboutbirds.org/news/who-wins-at-the-bird-feeder-the-lone-wolf-or-the-social-butterfly/
https://www.allaboutbirds.org/news/who-wins-at-the-bird-feeder-the-lone-wolf-or-the-social-butterfly/
https://f.hubspotusercontent20.net/hub/95627/Tricky_Finches_CLOeBird.pdf

